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ARTS, CULTURE AND EVENTS INDUSTRY — REGIONS 
181. Ms E.J. KELSBIE to the Minister for Culture and the Arts: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to supporting businesses and jobs in WA’s arts, culture 
and events industry, particularly those in regional WA. Can the minister update the house on this government’s 
significant investment in supporting the arts, cultural and events sector across regional WA, and outline what this 
investment has meant to the local economy and those communities? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I am very pleased to answer that question. Can I congratulate the member for Warren–Blackwood, because she 
represents a community that is very much swollen with creatives — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Speaker, I may need some protection here! 
As we know, the Margaret River area and all down through the Warren–Blackwood area there is a huge number of 
people who are very creative in the live music industry, in visual arts, in performing arts, in dance and in writing. 
There is a very, very strong history of great writers who reside in the Warren–Blackwood area, and I am very pleased 
to highlight to the house this government’s investment in regional arts activity. There will be $20 million over 
four years—a record amount in terms of creative programs in regional communities throughout the state. That is, 
of course, being delivered throughout regional WA to Albany in the great southern, the Kimberley and the Pilbara 
areas and the goldfields, member for Kalgoorlie—massive opportunities for those people with $20 million. On top 
of that, we have an election commitment of $25 million that will deliver to a range of programs, including, of course, 
the very popular and very successful regional exhibition touring boost that will allow us to tour to regional areas, 
particularly regional galleries, a whole range of the state art collection and other local Western Australian visual 
arts exhibitions. They are great things—sharing the stories of Western Australia through art. 
We also, of course, through our regional cultural investment program, have seen a further $6.42 million in funding 
that has gone directly very much to artists in residence and artists working within the community sector. That is very, 
very important. We have not finished there, because—this is very important for the local government sector, Minister 
for Local Government—we will release a fund in July that will encourage local governments to develop cultural 
plans. Local governments that have cultural plans are already reaping the benefits of them, particularly in the area 
of tourism, because those cultural plans consolidate the stories of their local community through the cultural plan 
and map out the direction of that community in terms of the suite of creative opportunities on offer to people in the 
local communities and people who visit the communities. We know that record numbers of Western Australians 
have been wandering out yonder as part of the tourism campaign. Part of what we want them to do and see when 
they are wandering out yonder — 
Ms R. Saffioti: Like you are! 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: That is right. We want them to experience the suite of cultural opportunities that exist 
and are created in those areas. In terms of Aboriginal tourism, the Tjina Plan, which was released only a month 
ago, also focuses on enhancing the Aboriginal suite of tourism opportunities. 
As well as that, we have the highly successful Western Australian screen fund that has seen many, many parts of our 
regional areas in Western Australia showcased on screen. We know that when we film in Albany, as they did for 
H is for Happiness or in the Kimberley as they did with Mystery Road, for example, those unique Western Australian 
backdrops add to the appeal for those who seek to visit here when it is safe to do so. Our screen fund and the 
investment by this government has seen a 50 per cent increase in screen activity in regional WA. On top of that, of 
course, it is this government, the McGowan government, that has made an announcement to build our own film 
studios here in Western Australia. This is a $100 million investment, with a $20 million incentive fund sitting beside 
it, that will see our place, Western Australia, showcased to the world. We will be able to make a whole range of films, 
in production ad post-production, filmed here in Western Australia, and share those stories with the world and continue 
to put this state on the map as not only the safest place on earth, but also one of the most creative places on earth. 
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